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¥• VmjAi&mtrn "wmrprltm” essentially vaa broad spread he tween voting 
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FRENCH ELECTION RESULTS 

I. In Metropolitan France, Communists got 
5,436,803 votes on 2 Jan — 415,552 more 

than *61 elections. 

atii.r . - , \i - ; I 

As "ftiis was 25.6% of to # tal vote. However, ! 

^ecaiise 56 elections brought more i 

voters polls, percentage of popular 
vote won by Commies was 0.9% less 

than * 51. * 

* 

B. Vote, won Commies 145 metropolitan seats . 
Also got at least 5 from overseas, for 
seat increase of 52 over 1951 strength. 
Broader application proportional representa- 
tion responsible for increase in Communist 
representation: 

A. 1951 law, designed to favor center 

parties at expense extremists, permitted 
affiliation" of party lists--giving all 
seats in election district to coalition 
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election, center parties 

formed numerous broad alliances, 

von majority in 38 departments 


(map). 

B. In *56, center vas split between 

Republican Front and Faure Caolition; 
lh consequence, "alfilistions" vere * 
both more numerous and greatly re- 

i, , • - s 

sir lc ted in scope — as result, von r 
majorities in only 10 districts. 

1. In remaining districts, therdforf s 
proportional representation brougl 
into play, giving Communists addl- 

\ i tional seats. . ( 

' | - / 

III. Increase in Commie strength vas anticipated 

•: - . • ,T '' I ’» ' r 

' * ? V 

but real surprise was unexpected success 
of Poujade movement at polls. 

A. Poujadlste candidates got 2.4 million 

■7 V 

V 

popular vote (for 11% of total) : pre 
vitas French Gov’t prediction was per 

haf t-i 1,5 i : I it;n vote,, 
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pre-election guess was 15. 

C. Yet Poujade movement's electoral cam- 
paign was marked by negativism: al- 
though movement has spelled out a pro* 
gram, Poujadistes made little effort 
to present platform to voters. 

1. Instead, thumped for convening of 
"States General" (shades of 1789( 

' f 

J 

to listen to "peoples' grievances .* 

I 

IV. Background of Poujade movement, itself, re- 
veals little reason for such success at 
polls: leader is 35-year-old stationer 

from Saint Cere, in southwest Prance, who 
is said to have been Dqriot "Fascist" in 

youth, was later a Gaul list and WW II ^ 

; ! 

Resistance member. >' 

■ f: • ' . . |l 

A. poujade captured imaginations of petty 

Jj 

merchants (small, self-employed shop- ,1j 

"keepers-, artisans, who -are sa.ry in* 1 j 



r-Vf fjTj f -tw -j , 


* m n t f i er re? j ' -o 
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‘’’bourgeolse" status) with attack on 

tax laws which, when actually enforced, 
put special squeeze on this group. 

B. By March *55, Poujade claimed 800,000 
followers, a warchest of over $1 
million a year in dues. 

C. At that time, not only delayed Premier 
Faure’s attempts to get special powers 

i 

for revision of taxes, but actually 
forced government to capitulate, 

f 'change laaffe. 

t#f * f 

D. flowever , in Apr *55 local elections, f 

! l 

Poujadistes were soundly beaten at poll$| 

Pouj^diste "surprise" in Jan elections, 
therefore, was broad spread between voting 
; *• renigth of movement itself and total 
popular vote it won (roughly, margin of 

< F 

(rill ijon votes). 

- .I|eis added strength mostly attributable 
tb floating "protest" vote previously 

b- v * r > Oaull 1st bloc. 

Approved For Release 20(|8^^^CIA-RDP79R00890A000700010011-7 




APPBOV^I. Foejjy <195® 



mmmmimm*' 


1-7 


-vo4e- Communist, bat nonetheless re- 


sentful of instability, chaotic 
qualities of French Gov't. 

4?. Aleo sympathetic with Poujade's vio- 
lently-expressed an ti-parl iamen .ary 

? f 

attitude (viz: his characterization of 


V i 


Assembly as Prance’s "biggest bordellcr). 
D. Bitter over national "share" of Indo- 

****z-4 ft « b %a • -Ifor th Africa, "protest" voters 

l * • f 

alsp attracted by ultra-na t iona ! i st ic ! 

element s of Poujadism. 

A', thou jj. Communists and Poujadists together 

* ontrol only about same proportion ... f 

Assembler seats as Communists and Gaullists 

, ■* 

■?:<1 in * 51 , increased dissension among 
■-i‘ er | roups makes stable French go/ern- 

’• : * u 1 1 1 k e 1 y . 

Intransigence of Mallet and iJecd.-.:-Praane| 

■ • ? '• ; i hr- rif.’.ht-oen . er i mere* . c 


1 


i . 
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T“ ”' "B;. Mfndes-Mollet insistence on^ a "Re pub I i - 

‘ i ; r-:l government raises possibTT- ' " 


&2Slti3l£i)ty of. reliance on Communist support, a 

-ljsast for domestic policy, J 

I I 

M rl _ ilj. Actual Communist participation in ^ 

nir/i ' ' : -• ' '.''fir 

I government nonetheless very unlikeljjl 
C. Pro-Atlantic orientation will probably *| 

f ■ > -si” 


: 'Si i'T 5 € ffcp maintained . 

** 1/ i'it’i. J f' V * - % if T_f ; * _ • 

ll Pro-West majority still exists. 

i". j: '• •. i:.;' - ! if ■ •l y . ' • : . 

VII. As of future of Poujadiste Deputies, 

they ^represent many shades of political 

: r , i . 

: i ; S ..SSifccon v ibt i o n . 


: ■" llpcting scheduled for 14 Jau to define ^ 

f. 

their program for new Assembly. V 

B. Unless poujade can nrninta in, tight ' V 
'"party discipline," chances are that { i 
movement will eventually splinter, ^'j 

g 

• : j-jrs.v-p,! i afe did Gaul i ists . 1 ; 

T-t:lP ; I - . ' ' ) 

■ - C« - ■ nip any case, quite possible that early t j 


Approved For Release 2002/04/295 



0A00070001 0011-7 


